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Religious Education and Worldviews Purpose and Rationale
"Let Your Light Shine"
"In the same way, let your light shine before others..." Matthew 5:16

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy is an Academy with a voluntary controlled heritage therefore the provision of RE must be in accordance with the guidance for academies in accordance with their funding agreement. In creating our curriculum, in consultation with the Governors and the Birmingham Diocese, we have decided to use, Understanding Christianity, Christianity as a Global World Faith and Methodist Music and Spirituality units written by Tracy Helen Beattie. Religious Education plays a major part in promoting our theologically rooted Christian vision and values.
At Hawkesley Church Primary Academy, our vision is for every child to flourish and fulfil their God-given potential so that they can truly "let their light shine" (Matthew 5:16). Through a knowledge-rich curriculum rooted in Christian values, we seek to equip pupils with the wisdom, understanding and confidence needed to engage thoughtfully with the diverse world around them.
Religious Education and Worldviews plays a central role in achieving this vision. In a culturally diverse society, children need opportunities to understand both their own beliefs and those of others. Through the study of Christianity, other religious traditions and non-religious worldviews, pupils develop the knowledge, skills and understanding required to navigate a complex and interconnected world with respect, curiosity and compassion.

Curriculum Purpose: Why Study Religious Education and Worldviews?
Religious Education and Worldviews enables pupils to engage meaningfully with questions of belief, identity, belonging, meaning and purpose. It helps children to understand how religion and worldviews shape individuals, communities and societies, both locally and globally.
At Hawkesley, pupils develop a deep understanding of Christianity as a diverse global living faith while also learning about a range of religious and non-religious worldviews. Through this learning, children gain an appreciation of the diversity that exists both between and within traditions, recognising that beliefs and practices are lived out in different ways by different people.
The study of Religious Education and Worldviews equips pupils to:
· Understand Christianity through engagement with biblical texts, theology and lived experience.
· Develop knowledge and understanding of a range of religious and non-religious worldviews.
· Explore how beliefs influence values, actions, communities and ways of life.
· Engage respectfully with views and experiences that may differ from their own.
· Reflect on their own developing worldview and sense of identity.
· Consider important questions about meaning, purpose, morality and human existence.
· Become religiously literate citizens who can participate positively in modern British society


Methodist Distinctiveness: Music, Spirituality and Faith Development
As a Methodist school, we recognise the significant role that music plays in nurturing faith, spirituality and personal development. Reflecting the Methodist tradition of "singing the faith", our Religious Education and Worldviews curriculum incorporates the new Methodist Music and Spirituality units written by Tracy Helen Beattie, which enrich pupils' understanding of Christianity and support their spiritual growth. 
These units are founded on the belief that music has the power to transform lives, break down barriers and create opportunities for children to engage deeply with questions of faith, identity, meaning and purpose. Music is not treated as an additional curriculum element but as an integral aspect of the learning experience. Through listening, responding, reflecting, discussing and participating in musical experiences, children are encouraged to explore spiritual themes in meaningful and personal ways.
The units are based on the understanding that spirituality emerges through the interaction between faith and everyday life. Carefully selected musical experiences provide opportunities for pupils to reflect upon their own experiences, express emotions and develop a deeper awareness of themselves, others and God. This approach can be particularly valuable for vulnerable pupils, offering a safe and accessible means of exploring thoughts, feelings and personal experiences.
At the heart of the programme is the CHORD framework, which supports the development of spirituality through music:
· C – Character
· Children are encouraged to value and celebrate their individuality, recognising that every person is uniquely created and has their own spiritual journey.
· H – Helps
· Pupils are supported in understanding the world around them and exploring life's big questions, including experiences of happiness, challenge, loss, hope and joy.
· O – Openness
· Children develop an openness to the perspectives, beliefs and experiences of others, fostering empathy, curiosity and respectful dialogue.
· R – Relationships
· Positive relationships are nurtured through shared musical experiences, supporting a strong sense of community, belonging and mutual respect.
· D – Depth and Diversity
· Pupils experience a variety of spiritual pathways and recognise that people respond to faith, spirituality and life experiences in different ways. Learning celebrates diversity whilst providing opportunities for personal reflection and growth.
Through these units, pupils develop a richer understanding of spirituality, engage more deeply with Christian faith and values, and learn to appreciate the ways in which music can inspire reflection, worship, creativity and personal transformation. This distinctive Methodist contribution strengthens our vision of enabling every child to flourish, fulfil their God-given potential and truly "let their light shine" (Matthew 5:16).
Aims of Religious Education and Worldviews
Through our curriculum, pupils will:
· Develop secure substantive knowledge of Christianity and a range of religious and non-religious worldviews.
· Gain disciplinary knowledge through theological, philosophical and human/social scientific approaches to learning.
· Build skills of enquiry, interpretation, analysis, evaluation and critical thinking.
· Engage in meaningful dialogue and discussion about beliefs and worldviews.
· Explore diverse perspectives while challenging stereotypes and misconceptions.
· Reflect on questions of meaning, truth, belonging and purpose.
· Develop an informed understanding of their own personal worldview.
· Grow in religious literacy and confidence when discussing matters of faith and belief.

Curriculum Intent
Our curriculum reflects both the local context of Hawkesley and the wider multicultural society in which our pupils live. We recognise and celebrate the rich diversity of beliefs, faiths, cultures and experiences represented within our school community.
Christianity is the majority religion studied throughout each year group and forms the foundation of learning within our church school. Pupils explore Christianity as a living, diverse and global faith, examining biblical texts, beliefs, practices and the impact of faith on individuals and communities.
Alongside Christianity, pupils learn about a range of religious and non-religious worldviews, developing an understanding of their complexity, diversity, continuity and change. This prepares pupils to live, flourish and contribute positively within modern Britain and an increasingly interconnected world.

Why Has This Knowledge Been Selected?
The curriculum has been carefully sequenced to build pupils' understanding over time and to develop increasingly sophisticated religious literacy.
Children encounter Christianity throughout their primary education, revisiting important concepts and deepening their understanding as they progress. They also study Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism and Humanism, enabling them to understand both the distinctive features and shared themes within different worldviews.
Pupils explore key concepts such as:
· Belief and authority
· Community and belonging
· Worship and practice
· Sacred texts and sources of wisdom
· Identity and diversity
· Ethical decision-making
· Meaning and purpose
· Life, death and spirituality
These concepts provide a framework through which pupils can make connections, identify similarities and differences, and develop a nuanced understanding of religion and worldviews.
How Pupils Learn:
What is Disciplinary Knowledge in RE and Worldviews?
The acquisition of knowledge in this subject can be divided into 2 sections, ‘substantive knowledge’ and ‘disciplinary knowledge’:
	Substantive
	Disciplinary

	In RE pupils can gain knowledge of the wide religious themes and concepts that are based upon factual information. 
Established facts, concepts, beliefs and practices, rituals, texts and vocabulary. 
All religions and worldviews have an historical background to explore as well as investigating contemporary practices in diverse global communities.

This may be described as the ‘what’.


	In RE, the ‘ways of knowing’ are the tools used to understand substantive knowledge.
Sometimes called lenses, these disciplines are used to interpret, analyse and verify knowledge that supports an academic understanding of religions and worldviews.
This encourages pupils to think critically as they develop their own personal worldview.


This may be described as the ‘how’.


	The expected outcome is to enable pupils to develop their own personal religious or non-religious worldview through a study of these areas of knowledge.




In RE and Worldviews, there are 3 key disciplines. They are sometimes referred to as ‘ways of knowing‘, or ‘lenses’. They are Theology, Philosophy and Social/ Human Science.
	Theology
	This is about believing.
‘the’ refers to God. ‘ology’ refers to study.
Theology considers the sources of beliefs, such as sacred texts, tradition, reason and experience; the reliability and authority of sources may also be debated.
It also considers how key beliefs, concepts and ideas have changed through history or have emerged at different points in response to societal events. It makes connections between different beliefs, concepts and ideas both within and between religions and belief.


	Philosophy
	This is about thinking. 
From the Ancient Greek, ‘philos’ refers to love and ‘sophia’ refers to wisdom. 
Philosophy is the systematic study of fundamental questions regarding existence, knowledge, ethics, reason, and reality.
Philosophy is less about coming up with answers to difficult questions and more about the process of how we try to answer them. It uses dialogue, discussion and debate to refine the way in which we think about the world and our place in it.


	Social/ Human Science
	This is about living.
It focuses on what it means to be a believer (Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, Humanist, Atheist etc). It explores the lived reality of people who profess a belief within their own society. This approach uses methods like sociology, anthropology, and psychology to examine how individuals and communities practice, experience, and interpret beliefs in daily life.
This interdisciplinary approach ensures a balanced, complex view of religion, acknowledging that faith is not a static concept but a living, human experience.




Developing Religious Literacy Through Disciplinary Thinking
In line with the 2026 Church of England Statement of Entitlement for Religious Education and Worldviews, pupils will be encouraged to engage with learning through the disciplinary lenses of Theology, Philosophy and Human/Social Sciences. These approaches help children develop increasingly sophisticated religious literacy by examining what people believe, how they think about life's big questions and how beliefs are lived out in practice.  
To reflect this approach, all lesson frame documents will include an additional reflection section at the end of each lesson. This will provide pupils with an opportunity to respond as either a theologian, philosopher or social scientist, depending on the primary disciplinary focus of the lesson. Through these structured reflections, children will learn to think critically, make connections between beliefs and practices, consider different perspectives and apply their learning in meaningful ways. 
These developments will further strengthen pupils' religious literacy, enabling them to develop secure knowledge and understanding of Christianity as a diverse global faith, gain insight into a range of religious and non-religious worldviews, and engage thoughtfully with the diverse society in which they live. This approach also supports pupils in developing and articulating their own personal worldview, preparing them to participate respectfully and confidently in a multi-religious and multi-secular world.


Spiritual Development
Religious Education and Worldviews makes a significant contribution to pupils' spiritual development. Through encounters with diverse beliefs, values and experiences, pupils are encouraged to reflect on their own ideas and consider different ways of understanding the world.
Pupils are given opportunities to explore awe and wonder, ask profound questions, reflect upon human experiences and develop an appreciation of the richness and diversity of human belief.

Impact
By the time pupils leave Hawkesley Church Primary Academy, they will have developed strong religious literacy and a secure understanding of Christianity and other worldviews. They will be able to discuss beliefs and practices with confidence, respect and sensitivity, drawing upon secure knowledge and critical thinking skills.
Pupils will leave prepared to engage positively with life in modern Britain and the wider world. They will understand and value diversity, recognise common humanity, and be equipped to contribute thoughtfully and compassionately to their communities while continuing to let their light shine.

Parents and carers have an absolute legal right under Section 71 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 to withdraw their children from all or part of Religious Education (RE) and collective worship in all state-funded schools in England.
The right to withdraw applies strictly to RE and collective worship, not to other National Curriculum subjects that may mention religion (like History or Literature)
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