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Curriculum impact in playing musical instruments



Whole School Overview

Progression in Music – Playing Musical Instruments



Nursery

Regularly uses simple tools and techniques competently 
and appropriately to create something new to express 
their creativity



Reception

• Chooses particular instruments for their own imaginative purposes

• Makes music in a range of ways



Year 1

• To use untuned instruments follow / indicate the pulse and express different rhythms.

• To use some tuned percussion (xylophones, whistles, glockenspiels, etc…) to play short melodies 

with a few notes.



Year 2

• To use untuned percussive instruments to play simple rhythmic patterns and join the pulse/beat.

• To use tuned percussion (recorders) to recall and play melodies, with a range of a few notes – middle 
pitch range (B, A, G).



Year 3

• To play a range of middle pitch notes, producing a clear sound on tuned instruments (recorder).

• Both in solo and in ensemble contexts, to perform short-simple melodies by memory and to follow basic notation (with 
simple/repetitive indications pitch and rhythm).



Year 4

• To play an increased range of pitched notes, producing a clear sound on tuned instruments (cornet).

• To perform in both solo and in ensemble contexts.

• To perform short-simple melodies by memory and to follow basic notation (with simple/repetitive indications pitch and rhythm).



Year 5

• To maintain their part whilst others play theirs.

• Perform ‘by ear’.

• Perform from simple notations.

• Improvise melodic/rhythmic phrases.

• Recognise basic structures.



Year 6

• Perform from reading notations.

• Take a lead in a performance.

• Provide rhythmic support.


