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Curriculum impact in Drawing



Whole School

Progression in Drawing 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Safely use and 
explore a variety 
of materials, 
tools and 
techniques, 
experimenting 
with colour, 
design, texture, 
form and 
function

Share their 
creations, explain 
the process they 
have used.

Drawing Explore 

materials and 

tools for mark 

making.

Evoke mood 

and represent 

movement 

through mark 

marking

Combine drawing and 

resist to explore 

colour, line and 

shape.

Create tints and learn 

painting techniques 

of tonking and 

sgraffito.

Create contour 

drawings using 

life and natural 

forms as 

stimulus.

Learn about and 

use the 

technique of 

subtractive 

drawing.

Use organic lines 

to create 

landscape.

Combine 

techniques to 

create abstract 

image.

Learn about 

surrealism and 

portraiture.



Nursery expectation: 
Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form and function Share their creations, explain the process they have 
used. 

Nursery



Reception

Reception expectation: 
Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form and function Share their creations, explain the process they have 
used. 



Year 1

Year 1 expectation: 
Explore materials and tools for mark making



Year 2

Year 2 expectation: 
Evoke mood and represent movement through mark marking



Year 3

Year 3 expectation: 
Combine drawing and resist to explore colour, line and shape. Create tints 
and learn painting techniques of tonking and sgraffito



Year 4

Year 4 expectation: 
Create contour drawings using life and natural forms as stimulus. 



Year 5

Year 5 expectation: 
Learn about and use the technique of subtractive drawing. Use organic lines 
to create landscape.



Year 6

Year 6 expectation: 
Combine techniques to create abstract image. Learn about surrealism and 
portraiture.


