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Curriculum impact in Location and Place  
Knowledge



Whole School

Progression in 

Nursery Reception 

Able to share things they know about the places which are familiar to 
them e.g. parks, shops.

Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from 
immediate observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps

Know some similarities and differences between different religious and 
cultural communities in this country drawing on their experiences and 
what has been read in class

Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country 
and life in other countries drawing on knowledge from stories, 
nonfiction and – when appropriate - maps



Whole School

Progression in 

Year 1 Year 2

Know the names of the four countries that make up the UK and 
name the three main seas that surround  the UK

Know the name of and locate the four capital cities of England, 
Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland

Know the names of and locate the seven continents of the world

Secured and developed in Y2 

Know the names of the four countries that make up the UK and 

name the three main seas that surround the UK

Know the name of and locate the four capital cities of England, 

Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland

Know the names of and locate the seven continents of the world

Know the names of and locate the five oceans of the world

Know the names of and locate the five oceans of the world

Know features of hot and cold places in the world 

Know where the equator, North Pole and South Pole are on a globe
Know the main differences between a place in England and that of a 

small place in a non-European country



Whole School

Progression in 

Year 3 Year 4

Secured and developed in Y3

Know the names of and locate the seven continents of the 
world

Know the names of and locate the five oceans of the world

Know the names of and locate at least eight counties and 
at least six cities in England.

Know the names of and locate at least eight European 

countries

Know the names of four countries from the southern and 

four from the northern hemisphere

Know the names of and locate at least eight major capital 

cities across the world

Know the names of a number of European capitals

Know, name and locate the main rivers in the UK



Whole School

Progression in 

Year 5 Year 6

Know the names of, and locate, a number of South or North 
American countries

Know where the equator, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of 
Capricorn and the Greenwich Meridian are on a world map 
Know what is meant by the term ‘tropics’

Know about time zones and work out differences

Know where the main mountain regions are in the UK

Know key differences between living in the UK and in a 
country in either North or South America

Know at least five differences between living in the UK and 
a Mediterranean country



• Based on first hand experiences, is able to respond appropriately in discussions about the immediate environment and recent 
explorations.

Nursery



Reception

• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from immediate observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction 
texts and maps



Year 1

• Know the names of the four countries that make up the UK and name the three main seas that surround  the UK
• Know the name of and locate the four capital cities of England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland
• Know the names of and locate the seven continents of the world
• Know the names of and locate the five oceans of the world



Year 2

• Know the main differences between a place in England and that of a small place in a non-European country



Year 3

• Know the names of and locate at least eight counties and at least six cities in England.



Year 4

• Know the names of and locate at least eight European countries

• Know the names of four countries from the southern and four from the northern hemisphere



Year 5

• Know the names of, and locate, a number of South or North American countries
• Know where the equator, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn and the Greenwich Meridian are on a world map
• Know what is meant by the term ‘tropics  



Year 6

• Know where the main mountain regions are in the UK, Know about time zones and work out differences


